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Summary  of  1985  snow  and 
precipitation  accumulation 


Ttie  winter  season  started  off  well  with  January  1  snowpack 
measxirements  being  near  to  well  above  average  over  most  o£  Montana, 
Around  January  1,  the  imisture  flow  across  the  state  diminished. 
Almost  all  areas  received  much  belcw  average  precipitation  for  tha 
rest  of  the  winter. 

By  April  1,  sncwpacks  were  generally  below  average  across  the 
southern  half  of  the  state  and  near  average  in  the  northern  part. 
May  and  June,  usually  good  moisture  months,  did  rot  follow  the 
long-term  pattern  and  most  stations  reported  well  below  average 
precipitation . 

Sncn'anelt  also  started  about  one  ronth  ahead  of  schedule  because  of 
warm  tanperatures .    July  continued  to  be  dry  and  warm  in  most 
areas  vjith  scne  mountain  and  valley  stations  showing  zero  or  near 
zero  amounts  of  precipitation  for  the  month. 

By  August,  improved  moistaarre  patterns  brought  good  rainfall  to  most 
— areoa  and  ended  the  7-fflDnth  period  of- deficient  rclstuce.  Many 
locations  in  the  mountains  received  4  to  8  inches  of  precipitation 
vAiile  nany  valley  areas  received  2  to  t  inches.  September  follcwed 
the  pattern  set  in  August  of  good  moisture.  Sane  high  elevations 
are  presently  sncw-covered  cind  the  snovpacks  that  will  provide  next 
spring's  runoff  are  beginning  to  accuirulate. 
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MID  AND  LATE  SEASON  IRRIGATION 
WATER  SUPPLIES  FROM  UNREGULATED  STREAMS 
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Summary  of 
water  supplies 


irms ,  raiigelaiid 
and  municipalities  v-iare  all 
affected  by  the  drought  conditions 
during  the  last  year. 

Streamflows  measured  during  the  j^ril 
through  SeptarJaer  period  ranged  frcm 
about  85  to  95  percent  o£  average  in 
the  Flathead  area  and  extrere 
southwest  Montana  to  about  40  to  60 
percent  of  average  in  tlie  irajority 
of  the  state's  mountain  watersheds. 


Hid-season  irrigation  water  supplies 
were  very  short  over  nost  of  the 
state.    Stoteige  in  many  irrigation 
reservoirs  v.'as  depleted  by  late  July 
with  most  irrigation  reservoirs 
anpty  or  neiurly  empty  by  the  end  of 
the  irrigation  season.    Relief  was 
observed  in  some  areas  with  the 
August  rains.    By  Septortber,  soil 
noisture  reserves  had  been  partially 
replenished  and  streamflows  were 
starting  to  respond  after  rainfall. 
Pitt's  v.ere  increasing  to  average  or 
above  average  airounts.  Like'^jisc, 
storage  in  many  irrigation  reservoirs 
increased  in  the  last  2  months. 

Presently,  soil  moisture  stored  in 
the  iTOuntain  soils  is  quite  good. 
Most  headwater  tU^as  are  reported  to 
have  average  to  above  average  levels 
of  soil  moisture. 
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^  1985  SNOW  COVER  COMPARISONS  ^ 
(as  a  percent  of  average) 
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